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Applicants received the Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance with the April 
15, 2004 Notices of Allowance and Allowability regarding the above identified application. Entry 
that Statement into the record should not be construed as any agreement with or acquiescence by 
Applicants in the reasoning stated by the Examiner, particularly to the extent if any that such 
statement might be construed as a narrowing of scope or surrender of coverage. 

It should be noted that both of the allowed claims have been allowed in the first action on 
the merits in this divisional case, without any rejection. Claims 1 1 and 16 have exactly the scope 
as at the times of filing thereof in this case and in the parent application. In particular, claims 1 1 
and 16 stand allowed without any specific comments attributable to Applicants with regard 
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patentability thereof over the art. Since there has been no need for any rejection, and no comments 
by Applicants, there should be no need for any detailed commentary regarding patentability. 

The Statement of Reasons for Allowance provides only one basis for allowance with 
regard to all of the allowed claims. For example, the Statement expresses the Examiner's 
reasoning in terms of an apparatus and the structure of an apparatus. Claim 1 1 specifies an 
apparatus, but claim 61 relates to a method and specifies method steps. Applicants respectfully 
submit that each claim stands on its own merits and is separately patentable over the art. 

In this situation, the claims should be entitled to the broadest scope and the broadest range 
of equivalents appropriate in light of the language thereof and the supporting disclosure. 

To the extent necessary, if any, a petition for an extension of time under 37 C.F.R. 1.136 is 
hereby made. Please charge any shortage in fees due in connection with the filing of this paper, 
including extension of time fees, to Deposit Account 500417 and please credit any excess fees to 
such deposit account. 
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